Nyctinomops macrotis
(Big free-tailed bat)

Distribution: This species occurs from the
Southeast region of North America to
Northeast Argentina. In the Antilles it is
present on Cuba, Jamaica, and on Espanola.
This species is monotypic and relatively
common on the Cuban archipelago.

Physical description: This is a large bat
weighing in at 17-24 g. The forearm length
measures at 54-63 mm. The muzzle is narrow
with vertical pleats or wrinkles on the upper
lip. The ears are wide and fused at the
forehead. The fur is short, thick and brown in
colour.

Roost: It occupies shallow depressions on
ceilings and walls in caves. They form small
colonies of up to 2-4 individuals, though
solitary individuals have been found. Within
the cave they prefer zones of semi-darkness. Foto: Carlos A. Mancina.
They can also occupy the epistyles of colonial
buildings.

Diet: They feed on insects.



