Tadarida brasiliensis

(Mexican free-tailed bat)

Distribution: This bat is widely distributed across the
western hemisphere. It occurs from the north side of the
United States all the way to the south of South America
including certain regions of Patagonia. It is present on all
the islands of the Greater Antilles, and eleven islands of
the Lesser Antilles. There are nine subspecies in which
Tadarida brasiliensis muscula lives on Cuba. They are
also found on Isla Juventud and the Caiman Islands. It is
common on the Cuban archipelago.

Physical description: This is a small bat weighing in at 6-
11 g. The forearm length measures at 36-43 mm. The
muzzle is narrow and the upper lip is wrinkled. The ears
are large and wide, and fused at the forehead. The fur is
thick, short, and brown in colour.

Roost: This species is an opportunist. They will roost in
the most ventilated areas of caves. They congregate in Photo by Melissa Donnelly
large numbers. They can also roost in manmade

structures, tree hollows, and the inside of rural rooftops

that are constructed out of guano.

Diet: They feed on insects from the families Diptera (flies
and mosquitos) and Hymenoptera (flying ants).



